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THE NIGHT WAS DARK.-

Dy

.

C , E. DINGWAU ,

''Copyright , UW. by C. E
Whether this Is a love story or not jou

will have to Judge for yourself. The Inu-
dents are somewhat peculiar , and I htuo
never bcrn able to dccMo as to Us character
In that respect.-

Klrby
.

In married nnd I will make the as-
sertion

¬

with the confidence of one who
knows , that a man who Is employed by
any of the big contractors , Jumping from
one place to another , six months or a year
here , and then off to some other part of
the country , perhaps a couple of thousand
miles away , for another six months or a
year , and mixing up dally with the class of
which a good part of a contractor B force Is
composed and spending his puy every pay
night , as the majority do , has no right to
have (i woman tied to him It Is far from
fair to the woman. It Is cruel It Is the-
one blight on Klrby's upright and hon-

orable
¬

, though somewhat adventurous ,

career
It was when wo were up In central WIs-

coniln
-

, double-tracking a piece of tallroad ,

thot the accident hero related occurred.
The accident was Klrby's marriage Wo
had a long stretch of line to bo double-
tracked that > car , with considerable alter-
ing

¬

of the original grades and curves , mak-
ing

¬

necessary almost hilf a mile ofer >

heavy rockcut , and a long and high "nil"
across aalley on the now alignment. Out
construction office , warehouse nnd repair
shops were at Antloch , a central point for
all of the work. Wo established the office
In ft residence which wo had rente ! for
the purpose. We lived upstilrs and had
n nugro cook to prepare our meals and
look to our comfoit after business hours
Klrby and Chapln , riggers by trade , ran two

WANT TO SAY.

pile-drivers that were emplojcd In building
a light and temporary trestle across the
valley for the dumpcnrs that would be used
In building up this high "fill" or cmbink-
ment

-

when began making the accom-

panylng
-

cut In the neighboring bill. This
was some ten or twelve miles down the road
from Antloch. Klrby and Chipln and die
pile-driver engineers , the timekeeper and
some of the railroad's engineering help
boarded and lodged at a small country hotel
near the "nil " that was kept In u style
commensurate with his rotes , by one Con ¬

rad. Wo had nearly ft thousand men on
that work , all In camps distributed along
the line of the railroad.-

It
.

happened this way
Klrby bad boon ordered down to the site

of the rock cutting to erect a derrick , mm-

to do this ho would have to get up very
early In the morning and drho to Autloch ,

Vhlch point ho would board a construu-

tlon
-

train going down the line with men
nnd materials. He inado his preparations
ho night before , grumbling all the wlille-

at hliIllluck at to his warm
bed in a da k colJ nnd probably wet De-

cember

¬

morning , ordered his rig for 4 30-

nnd crept beneath his blankets before the
other loardera bad teased their usual
nightly hilarity In the rooms below-

.Chapin

.

was among the last to turn in-

Chapln Is ft sound sleeper under ordinary
circumstances , but the night was very cola ,

no lire was In his room , nnd the only
means of heating was n amoko pipe from
the stove In the taloon below , which passed
up through his sleeping chamber. That
gave .If little r no warmth when the flro
burned low Chopin nwoko In the middle
of the night nnd , the cold preventing him
from getting to sleep again , he jumped out
of bed with the Intention of muling mld-

ttloial

-

covering Tie proprietor was of n

frugal naturo.'belleving not In the luxurli'H-

of this life , and provided no tleecy blankets
ready at the foot of the bed for use In an
emergency tiuth , It wns very much in
this betel as In most othcm encountered on
contract work when away from I'ltlos , a

case the brat man getting the available
comforts , or the fooa on the table for that
matter , nnd the rest getting what they
could.-

Bo

.

Cbnpln , not finding In his room what
ho sought for , sailed out Into the hall , and
tried the doors of ( tie t coins on that tloor
All Wflio locked , 'vth| bu exception of the
last one at the end of the hall , which WH-

SKlrby's This be opened and btepped In-

Ho groped his way to the bed , nnd ni-

tempteJ
-

to nroube the sleeper and inturobt
him In the search for warmth thinking

that possibly Klrby might have nn extra
blanket on his bed or In his room.

"0 , Klrby , " he said There was no an ¬

swer-
."Klrby

.

, got any blankets' "
The sleeper snored on , blissfully uncon-

scious
¬

of the other man's dilemma
"Say , jou , let rno have a blanket , " con-

tinued
¬

Chapln-
.Klrby

.

did not move. Chapln did as he
would have been done by-

."Well
.

, then , " ho salrt , "I will take
them , " and gathering up a handful of blan-
kets

¬

, ho remorselessly Jerked the covering
from Klrby nnd rushed from the room.-
Ho

.

fled down the hall to his own room ,
but when ho got to the door he heard
Kirby coming after him , so ho continued
on up the stairs to the nttlo floor above-
.Klrby

.

followed , muttering curses In his
halt-awako condition. Chapln tried the door
ho came to nt the top of the stairs. It
opened nnd ho stepped through , closing It
after him , nil but a crack through which
ho heard the Irnlo nnd ehlvcilng Klrby
como up the stairs , throe nt a time , nnd
pass the door , "A dirty devil's trick " ho
was muttering. "I'll punch Chapln s head
for him when I get him" He ran to the
end of the third floor hnll nnd down the
front stairs , in pursuit Chapln Hut that
worthj well knew It would bo useless to-

go bark to bis room to enjoy his Ill-gotten
spoil , bo ho made himself comfortable In
the unused bed of the room ho was In-

.Klrby
.

, not finding Chapln In the latter's
room and not hearing him , doubled back-
up the front stairway sltentlj and listen-
ing

¬

Intcntlj to catch a sound of his pirat-
ing

¬

co-cmploje , but he heard nothing , n-

?

wo

In

of

ot

nallj ho gave up the search and tumbled
Into bed again , getting up onto or twice
to pay ft visit to Chapln's room. But the
night was too cold for sleep with only sum-
mer

¬

covering , so , under the Impression that
the night wns well spent and that It was
nearlj time to go to Antloch anyway , ho

decided to get up and dress and wait for
bis rig Moving around with his clothes on
was preferable to tr > lng to fight the .cold-

In bed. He was about through with his
toilet when ho heard the sound of wheels
nnd the loud "whoa" or a driver on the
reid below. Ho thought It was his convey-

ance
¬

ready for him and hurriedly com-
pleting

¬

his dressing ho put on his over-
coat

¬

, snatched up his bundle and ran down
the stairs.

There was n light In what was called the
ofllcc , and as bo passed ho heard , through
the Tialf-opcnod door , bomo one talking to
the proprietor , he did not , however , look
In , but stepped out upon the road The
night was miserably cold and raw. A
drizzling rain wis falling. In the darkness
ho made out the of a two-horse
double-seated , covered spring wagon. A

gruff voice from the front spat Kald to him
as ho appeared"You'd better hurry up
there Wo haven't much tlmo to throw-
away "

"Ml right , mp'n , I'm here , " salt ! Klrby ,

hastily climbing up to the rear scat. The
driver started hla tpam Immediately. Klrby-
wns about to take hla eeat when he noticed
another person on the rear Beat -whom he
had not seen before , owing to the complete
shadow , the curtains at the side and rear
being down When ho made out the figure
to bo that of a woman ho hesitated a mo-

ment
¬

and bad a mind to take a seat with
the driver Hut they were already started ,

t o ho took bin place bcsido the other pas-

songer.
-

.

They had not got more than well into the
road when the clatter of bvvlftly moving
wheels In their rear was borne to them ,

and apparently the occupant of the other
vehicle was In as much hadto an they were
Their dilver piled the whip to bib horses
and they plunged along the road at a furious
pace Klrby's fellow passenger put her head
out of the bldo and looked back , though she
could have seen nothing ten feet away In

that pitchy blackness. If eho did not see
fiho must , however , bavo heard that which
gave her alarm , for fihe uttered a frightened
cry , turned to Klrby and threw herself
around his neck and bursting out crying
and sobbing with her head on his shoulder.-

Now. . my friend , Klrby Smith Huston,

belny ; n Kcntucklnn. ft man of the world ,

and having figure * ! In many adventures In
which the other sex was n party , was not
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of tbt kind that Is easily rivttred by sudden
and surprising developments but this hvs-
tcrlcal

-

explosion of hla follow traveler ,

coming eo unexpectedly , dumfounded him ,

for a minute. No man Is going to liold his
nerve when n strange , ntid , of course , beau-
tiful

¬

lady , throws herself nt him In the
dark , U being nn Infrequent occurrence with
moat of us IJut Klrby's early training stood
him In hand at this moment , and alter < ho-

ohock vvns over he gracefully and chival-
rously

¬

began to soothe and quiet her and
help her to bear up In her bereavement ,

whatever the caus.0 might be-

."There
.

, there , " ho said , between jorts of
the wagon , "don't cry It'll como out nil
Tight, What's the matter' Tell mo, that's a
good girl "

She crept closer to him as though want-
Ing

-

protection , nnd ho put his arm around
her to support her.

" 0 , I'm afraid , " she said from where tier
head wai resting on his shoulder-

."Afraid
.

of what ? Tear nothing , I nm with
you ," said Klrby a facetiously grandilo-
quent

¬

way
"O , 1 know. Hut If ho should catch us ? "

she said-
."Catch

.

us'" said Klrby. "He never will.
Hurry up there , " he jelled to the driver ,

"lay it to 'cm. "
"You don't know him as I do ," she said ,

between sobs-
."That's

.
no doubt true ," Klrby ncqul-

csced-
"He's terrible wlicn he's mad. "
"Is ho ? Then wo may bavo bomo fun ,

for ," said he, under hl breath , "from whnt-
I can see , and what I can guess , he must
bo pretty mad "

The other wagon could not bo heard nbovo-
the. iiolf e of Lhelr own progress , but their
driver feared not but what It was tontlmi-
Ing

-
In pursuit , for ho kept on lashing bis

animals.-
"Do

.

you "think we'll succeed ? " she said ,

after a pause-
."Sure

.

, easy , " said Klrby , thouch not In
the leist surmising what It wns thej wore
to bo successful In , only Intent on quieting

3 ,?

"t DON'T HEU , " KIKBV MANAGED

,

nt

,

,

,

,

,

ahudow ,

,

.

,

In

his strange companion. Another pause ; thcr
she said suddenly :

"You won't desert mo' "
"Certainly not , " bald Kirby-
."Never

.
?"

"Never."
"Promise ," she said
"I promise , " said Klrby-
."Kiss

.

me , " she whispered , turning hoi
face up to his. Although taken aback 1

was not In him to refuse. He compiled ver ;

promptly , then fumbled In his pocket for
match , struck It , and what bo saw of he
features , half hid In the folds of bis over-
coat , must have been very pleasing, for hi
kissed her again. I will say this , that ehi
was pretty when this occurred four yean
ago.

' "I'm happy now , " she said-
."Aro

.

jou ? "
"Yes. I've got jou. 0 , but. If ho catchai-

us , he'll shoot ! You won't let him shoo
you , will you ? "

"Eh no , not If I can help It , " sail
Klrby-

."He's
.

awfully hot-tempered. "
"Ho must be. "
"It's cruel to leave him this way

though. "
"Who ? "
"Why , papa , " she Kild.
"0 , yes , yes. He don't want to bo left

does he ? "
"And he's been so good to me ," she con

tlnued "I wonder If you'll bo good to me
Will you ? "

"See If I don't ," sold Klrby.-
"Always

.

? "
"Klrby , my boy , " he said to hlmsell-

"what hava jou got mixed up In this time
Thls'll bo something for Chapln. "

"Alwayn' " she repeated-
."Sure

.

Alvvnjs. You can bet on me "

"I bollovo you , " she said "Do you knovv-

1'vo been a little afraid of you until now

Hut now jou seem so different , I feel a-

If I can trust jou , "
"That's good , " ho bald.-

"Yes.

.

. You've changed , but It's the dan-

ger has made you strong and fearless , Isn'-

It ? "
"Danger ? IB there much danger ?" sail

Klrby-
"If he should overtake us , " she said-

."Is
.

he a big man ? " said Klrby , endeavor-
Ing to measure the probability of an en-

counter and judge of his own chances ,

"Big man ? " she queried.-
"Yes.

.

. Is he handy ? "
"Why ; who ?"
Tapa ," ho eald-

."Why
.

, you know You saw him once

Don't you remember' HP'B not BO > er
strong , jou knovv , but ho'll shout "

"Oh , " said Klrby He would rather pro-

long the situation as It was , and was satisf-

ltxl with guessing at many things , ratho
than risk the danger of a change , with It
probable revelations , by too close question
lug

And all the while they wcro poundlni
along steadily , and without pause. Into th
black unknown ahead of them , the rain am
wind beating In their faces , so that con
versatlon was difficult unless the speaker
wore close together , as were the two pas
sengerti , with mouth to ear The drive
eat bent forward , peering ahead , with ca
drawn down , and coat collar around hi
ears , continually urging ori his horses Whet
as In mounting a hill or where the sand
road made quick progress Impossible , tbe
Blackened their pace and the noise of the !

vehicle was deadened , they rould hear abov
the soft purr of tbe wind and rain tha rattl

of wheels nnd the pounding ot hoofs In then
rear The pursuer did not seem to gain or
them , but neither did he lag far behind
On these occasions renewed terror wouli
seize the girl , she would cling close
to her protector nnd Klrby , as In dutj
bound , continued his efforts to soothe her
In this he succeeded well for I must saj-
ho Iser > accomplished In n knowledge o
the wa > s of feralninlljI have known Kltbj
for a long time , and ot hi ? escapades bcfon
and after his marriage , have personal cog
ntznnce of many , and have heard front gooc
authority ( fhupln ) of more , nnd have nl-

wajs been surprised nt his faculty for wln-

nlng the conlldcncc nnd , jcs , the dovotton-
of

-
the fair sex

It began to get lighter ns they sped on
The daj was beginning Objects along tin
road ntid In the wagon became discernible
though back between the curtains on tin
rear scat , where sot the bewildered am
puzzled , though outwardly serene , Klrby niu
the anxious girl. It was as dark as ever
Puzzled he was surely , but I doubt If In nl
this tlmo ho gave n thought to nny serlou1
consequences thnl might nrlsc He did nol

understand the situation further than that :

woman was with him In Tonrnd s rig , pre-

sumably going to Antloch llko himself , nm
her father , for some reason ns jet unknowi-
to him , was In pursuit And the driver , nl

first anxiously hurried that ho might no
arrive In Antloch too late for Kltby's pur-

pose , was now earnestly urging forward be-

cause of the solicitations of both of his pas-

sengers Thnt was Klrby s surmlsnl of the

whcreforo of matters , nnd bejond that li

was not consistent with his reckless am-

happygolucky nature to circ-
At length ho leaned forward toward tin

driver und his features became visible It
the half-light that prevailed He shouted
"What tlmo docs that construction lonvt-

Antloch ? "
"SK-nHcen , " said the driver.-

"Do
.

jou think we'll make It ? " salt
Klrby-

."Make
.

It , " was the surprised 1jnciilntlon-
as the driver half-turned bis head , "
should say so. We'll make It and an hour "

The girl , who had sat upright when Klrb >

changed his -position , fixed n stnrtlcd ga ? <

on him , caught his shoulder and turned bin :

toward her , and then screamed. The drlvot
uttered an exclamation that was equivalent
In man to n woman's scream.-

"Who
.

are ou' " said the girl
"Whero In did jou como from1' " said

tlio driver.-
"O

.

, 0 , whnt shall I do' " said the girl.
The driver pulled up his horses with a-

Jerk. . "Say , old man , " said Klrby , "I don't
know what this game Is , nor how It's going
to como out , bu{ the thing for jou to do la-

te keep jour piuga moving just 'bout na

fast as they have been doing. You heat
me ? I'll beat jou over the head It jou-

don't" The threat was effective.-

tio
.

" are you' " the girl continued ask-

ing

¬

, In frightened tones She drew to the

far end of the scat , nnd fear of her father
was forgotten In the surprise of this unet-
pectcd

-

discovery-
."Who

.

nrc jou' " she repeated.
"Myvname's Huston , " biiid Klrby-

."Where's
.

Shelbj 7"-

"Shelby ? Shelby ? What Shelby ? "

"Shelby Martin , " she said
"I don't know no Shelb > Martin , " said

Klrby-
."Wasn't

.

tie In the hotel1" ' she nsked-

."Didn't
.

see him , " said Ktrbv-

."Was
.

It jou come out of Conrad's and
got In here' " asked the driver.-

"I
.

guess It must have boon , " said Klrby.-

"Well , whore's Shelby ? " said the girl
frantleallj' .

"Madame. " said Kirby .severely , " 1

didn't see Shelby , wouldn't knovv him if 1

saw him , and don't care much it I ever sec

him or not. "
"He went Into Conrad's , " she said-

."Mnjbe
.

, " said Klrby. "Perhaps he's

there yet. "
"O , dear , what shall I do' " exclaimed the

girl. "I don't know jou. Driver , stop

Let mo out. I want to get out. "
"Papa's back of us , " suggested Klrby.
"0 , what shall I do ? "
"Say , " said the driver suddenly , "how'i-

jou como to get in this rig ? '

"Didn't jou tell me to ," snld Klrby "

hired this rig last night from Conrad foi

the C:15: train I gues s I've got a right. "

"Six fifteen train ! No jou didn't. Sav

this ain't Conrad's rig. I ain't making m
6:15: train. "

"Look here , cap'n , " said Klrby , "put mi-

next. . What's the game , anyhow ? "

"Why , " said the driver, "she's runnlni
away with with the other fellow that wen
Into Conrad's."

" 0 , " said Klrby , the amusing side of thi
affair dawning on him. "Looks to me llki
she was running away from him. Where'
you come from ? "

"From eight miles the other side of Con
rad's , " said the driver.-

"You
.

going to Antloch ? "
"Wo wore going that way , but It depcndei-

on the old man or on you , now , I guess,1

said the driver.-
"Well

.

, looking at It from all sides. " sa !

Klrby , thoughtfullj' , "I think the best thlni-

to do Is to stop and explain things to th
old man , And now that What'shlsnam-
Is lost , you'd bcttci go back with jou
father ," ho said , addressing the girl. H
started to get out of the wagon as It slowei-

up , but the girl caught his arm quickly , .in-

snld , pleadingly. " 0 , don't go You don'
know him. He wouldn't bellevo jou. I'r-

afraid. . "
"But It's the only waj ," Fold Klrby-

."Then
.

go , If j'ou wish , " she snld , "but-
won't. . Hurry up , driver. Go on." Sh-

wns clearly frightened at the wrath of be
father which she had brought down upo
herself.-

"All
.

right. " said Kirby. He did not , how-

ever , Jump out , but resumed his scat In-

stead , gathering the robe about them , an
calling upon the driver to drive on He wo
not at all displease *! at the prospect of he
further company

"Cr I beg pardon , what's your name ?

he asked ,

"Klttj Hurloy ," she replied.-
"O.

.

. I'm Klrby Huston. I'm over on tb
railroad , you know , " ho suld , by way c

starting the conversation , "foreman on th
trestle work. Hver been over there ?"

"No , " she said-
."You

.

must tome down some day. Saj
Miss Hurley , " after n pause , "don't worr-
ubout this It'll come out nil right I'l
see you through " Ho gradually nllnjo
her fcarh , without mentioning the poor clia
who was left at Conrad'ti He talked nn
talked nnd talked about the trestle an 1 th-

earthcutting and the big rock-cut nnd ho1-

It nil happened from the tlmo that Chapl-
Btolo his bed covering , which was the be-

ginning. . However , they were not as soda
bly communicative as thej were half a
hour before It may have been because
was almost daylight now nnd they were re-

minded of a third person's presence by sec
Ing tbo driver quite distinctly.

From tha top of n hill thej ( ould see An-

tloch ahead of them Through the hole I

the tut tain they could see the old man
buggy on the slope ot the lact hill and hi
proximity HiirprUed tl'om The drive
whipped up his stceda In n last effort t
reach the goal first , though what was to 11

done when Antloch was reached Klrby dl
not knovv. The father would get there almof-
as soon as ihe > , and It was now llgli
enough for him to follow them and giv
them no opportunity to uecrcto tliemsclvei
even though such a procedure would aid
tatlBfactory settlement of the affair Klrb

| has aFsured mo that no thought of what h
| did afterward entered his mind until th

moment be did it U was certainly serlou
| enough to merit long and deep thought

"Where shall I take you to' " askt-
Klrby "Have you any friends In town *

"No. I don't know anyone there , " sh-

said. .

"Urlvo to the depot equaro ," he bald t
the driver finally atter turning over In hi

n Ind nil of the schemes ho could think of-

fer getting out ot the nffntr , but nt the
snme time f-eelng the girl safely through ns-

n first consideration , nnd ns he hnd j rem-
Ised also as his chivalrous tinturc prompter
him

"Where nro jou going' " she a ked.
' We'll go to the conumny'fi omcc nnd get

the thing straightened out there ," he said.-

He
.

had great confidence In the nhllltj ot
Jim McDonald to get him out of dlfllcultles-
ot various kinds. Jim McDonald , n mem-
ber

¬

of the contracting firm , wns on the Job
at that time.

They drove through the main street
of sleeping Antloch nnd drew up In front
of our olllce nnd Klrby pounded on the
door The father saw them nt a distance nnd
whipped up his nearly dead horse Klrby
pounded furlouslj. Ho nwnkencd the whole
house Hut bj the time we who slept up-

stnlrs
-

could Jump Into our clothes nnd rush
down Klrbj nnd the girl nnd the wrathful
parent vvcro In the midst of a btlrrlng nnd
exciting scone Hurley drove up, jumped out
of his buggy nnd confronted , shotgun In
hand , his lecieint daughter , and , as ho
supposed , her lover Ho wns a portly old
gentleman with naturaltj red complexion ,

but from the wind and the excitement under
which ho labored he wns now ot nn-

nbsolutelj purple hue. We feared he would
burst a blood vessel or suffer nn apoplectic
stroke at the least-

."Ah
.

," he wheezed , his breath coming hard
"I've caught jou , jou joung scapegraces
Thought jou would run awaj from me , did
jou' You , sir , who are jou , jou scoundrel ?

What do jou mean by immlng awnj with
my daughter' What do jou "

"I'm not " Klibv started to nuko- ox-

plnnntlons.
-

. The old gentleman ill owned
Klrbj's words In n torrent of angrj abuse
The pent-up und slowly Increasing rngo of a
night hid burst forth , nnd no feeble words
that Klrby could utter were heeded by the
ether.-

"You
.

arc'' You were1" he slid. Don't
tell me. 1 snw jou. Didn't 1 follow jou all
night' O , this Is terrible , terrible1 To
think n girl ot mlno would treat me that
wa > ' To think she would deceive her
father her father that loved her as no ono
else could. What do jou mean' What do-

jou mean , 1 say ? Speak ! Don't stand there-
with this joung scimp' Crj It won't do
you nny good. The deed Is done You've
brought disgrace upon jourbclf and upon

jour father What did jou do It for ? "

"O , papa , I "
"Don't papa me'' Don't pipa me , I tell

jou1 I'm j-our father no longer I'll have
nothing moro to do with jou. You'll leave
my house. Go with him , the " His anger
was awful to behold. Great drops of per-

spiration
¬

stood out on his face despite the
December cold Ho held his gun In a bad
and threatening way. Klrby was qulto cool ,

but the girl wept , and , being a woman
and wanting support In tlmo ot strife and
trouble , she bowed her head on Klrby's
shoulder with her handkerchief to her eyes ,

which made the situation appear different
from what It really wns. As I said , she wns
pretty then , and when Jim McDonald nnd-

ho: bookkcepei and I came down our hearts
went out to her , and there was not one
one among us , unromantlc though wo mny-

be , but would have , If she hnd asked it ,

jumped to the succor of beauty In distress ,

nnd well , undo away with the old man-

."I

.

could kill you , " he continued. "No ,

don't cxclto mo or I maj. You deserve It.
You deserve a horsewhipping , nnd were I n-

joung man I should give It to jou. T

should , sir. But you shall not have my-

daughtoi. . " ( His emotions were contradic-
tory.

¬

. ) "Catherine , get into my buggy at-

once. . You shall not go with him. You "
"I don't want her , " Klrby managed to

saj"nh'' don't want her' What In thunder
are jou here with her for ? Answer me. "

"If jou will give me a " said Klrby-
."Why

.

did jou fly before mo' " Interrupted
Hurlej. "Why did jou not stop when you
know I was following jou , driving like
mad all night ? 'All night er , all night.-

Whcro
.

have jou been all night ? Where
were you before I came up to you ? "

" 1'vo been at Conrad's hotel , " answered
Kirbj- , truthfully , but without thought ol
how It would sound and what it would
mean to the father.-

"Kb1
.

at , at been nt n hotel since last
evening ! By God , sir , I'll kill you now-

.No

.

, jou shall marrj the girl. O , this Is ter-

rible
¬

A daughter of mine' Pity you wen )

ever born You shall marry him , miss , and
this very minute. "

If his rngo was fearful before , It was
tvvlco so now. He waved his arms wildly
and pranced up nnd down In front of the
ofllcc , swenrlng moat scandalously. And wo
spectators supposed with the father that
Klrby was guilty , his previous reputation
not helping us to bellevo different. Thus do-

one's sins corrupt the opinion of others
Had we guessed rightly , we might have
prevented n. serious happening before it was
too late.-

"Got
.
paison ; get a justice , quick , " yelle'l-

Hurley. .

"All right , cap'n , " said Klrby. "I wasn't
studying much about getting married , but , "

ho turned to us , "I 'spose It's all right II

she is agreeable " Ho drew from her and
faced her and said"Are jou , Kitty' "

There was n pause Then bho cast hei
tearful ejes upon her angry father am
made a motion na It to appeal to him , and
was about to speak ; but she saw In hi !

ejes no pity , no possibility of making his
hard , unreasoning nature understand , anc
turning again to the man upon she hac
leaned during the last few hours she said
hesitatingly and very prettily "Yes. "

Jim McDonald gave Klrby a resoundln-
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whnck on the back , which his vuy of
Imparting a frlcndl } feeling , nndo nil
mentally ild that Klrby was a lucky dog
find showed exceedingly good tn te-

So wo nil bundled Into the two convey-
ances

¬

nnd drove to the parsonage , which
wns only a short distance nwny , and on the
way neither Klrby nor his future wife sild-
n word to otrnlghten the tangle Klrby pre-
sumably

¬

because be did not want to , being
sntlsflrd with the course events had taken ,

and the girl becntifc t cannot say why Mio-

snld nothing. Wo nwakened the parson , nnd
there In the little front parlor and In the
cirlj dawn of n cold , bleak December morn.
Miss Hurley nnd Mr Huston were made
man nnd wife , wo Inscribing our names n*
witnesses.-

Wo
.

klised the brldo nnd congratulated
Klrby In approved form. U wns nil done
with n rush U was not until wo got back
to the ofllce after leaving the happy couple
to themselves In the next room that vvo

could paelfj the old man sufllclcntly to niako
him understand what Klrbj had told to tit
In the meantime the true facts And after
ho had realized < he sltuttlon ho s.uimiliicly
said It wns for the best , anv v iv , on necoant-
of what people would snv , which perhaps It-

was. . The brldo nnd groom graced our llttlo
dining room at a wedding breakfast , upon
which the cook did hlmsilf proud , nnd set a-

pnco that ho had dllHcult } In keeping up
afterwards , but which vvo exacted from him ,

knowing bis lapabllltles Wo drank the
brldo's health and health and the
old gentleman's health , nnd toasted the
company and the job , nnd the r.illrond and
cvor > thing. Altogether It was n Jojous
occasion

Klrby did not go up to the lock-cut to
raise that derrick , Chnpln ccmlng down for
tint purpofcc Chapln wns verj much down-
hearted

¬

, both bc-MUso Klrby was new-

man led , and because his conscience smote
him for being mainly to blame for getting
Klrby out of bed nn hour or two before his
rig wns due , thereby starting Klrb > on the
adventure which ended so disastrous ! )

Klrby drew an ndvnnco on his wages from
the company and left that night for
Kentucky to spend his honemoon

Whatever became of the fellow th.it got
left at Conrad's , Shelby Martin , I don't
know , never having beard further than that
ho ran out of the hotel , nnd after the wagon
when ho heard H leaving. Apparently ho-

wns not a powerful factor In this affair at
any time

I cannot say U was not n hippy marriage

lir. llrjnn IlcfOinrH lltinKriipl.-
ST.

.

. LOUIS. April 18 Dr. David Claren ¬

don Bryan , formerly of Indianapolis , todav-
flloil n petition In bankruptcy In the United
States circuit court hero The petition
showed cash liabilities of $30,000 , with nc-

commodatlon
-

paper amounting to $177,000
Much of the latter Is held In Indianapolis
and Jackson , O. Dr. Drjan nt one tlmo-
wns bouse phjslclnn nt the Llndell hotel , In
this city.

I.miK Cm IMC IM HCKIIII.
NEW YOUK , April IS The United Stntes

cruiser Chicago started on Its long voyage
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today H Is under command ot Ueftr Ad-

miral
¬

How ( son nnd M bound for South
Africa by wnj of the Aiores , Olbrnltnr nnd
the Suez cnnnl U wll | probably bo nt-
Polngon hiy on July t , and l duo to nr-

rlvo
-

nt Capetown about July 25 After
touching nt othrr ports It will go In lllo
Janeiro , where It will nrrlvo In the Utter
tvirt of Auguot. From lllo Janeiro It will
battalions of the Sixteenth Infantry to Sin
about two weeks , nnd Is expected to rench
New York ngnln In the first week of Oc-

tober
¬

SVIOKI : mm r.N 110 % .

llrniiMfl of llxiiprlmrnlw In

Some ntoded changes in n Mn snchusett-
fnctory hnvo brought nbout what may pos-

slbtj
-

piovo to be a solution of the smoke
prevention problem of large cities. Two
jcnrs ago the factory depenedd entirely for
the- production of draught for theoperation.
of Its bolloH upon a tnll chlmnej The re-

moval
¬

ot ( ho Imller plant beintno neccssaiy ,

but of eourao th chimney tould not bo taken
along with It , so n fan bUowcr was Installed
on ton of the boHens ami coniuctnt up so nn-

to bo driven at Just the spcvd ix-qulred. Th
regulation was do automatic , FO that IMS

than ono pound drop In steam pressure
groMlj Increased the draught , started up the
flro nnd brought bnck the pressure to the
normal The plan has miswcrcd perfectly-
.Iho

.

prchsuro Is kept lho s<imo hour In and
hour out , nnd fireman linn nothing to

shovel coal Wmther makes no differ-

ence

¬

, the draught being the same on dnmp-

nnd muggy dnjs ns when the nlr Is crlfp
and clear The fan. working by suction ,

draws the gases from Jlio Imllcr lluo nnd-

fon.es out through n Nhort stuck which
risen oulj thlrtj-ono fec-t nbovo the boiler
loom lloor. Although the stack hardly
the roofs of the surrounding buildings no
trouble whatever Is experienced from nmoko ,

for the simple roisou that when draught Is

produced In this way no FfnoKe mndo.
That the possible draught Is moro than twice
us powerful' ii thnl of the chimney which
has IKHMI discarded Is easily credited by those
who hnvo seen the astonishing power of the
olcctrlc blowers now Installed In many
largo buildings The old chimney hem
taken down nml then* Is prtsvnted tbo novel
tJglit of u largo manufaclurlng plant cov-

ering
¬

half a doron acres with no apparent
menus ot producing furnace dnught The
blower , costing half what n new
chimney would , raves mono right along ,

ns , bccaudo of tbo stronger draught, mucTi

cheaper fuel can be burned In one holler
plant of 1,000 horse-power the fuir Esavtng

from this source Is $6,500 per annum. Thin
Innovation seems to point to n revolution In
draught production. It would appear 4o bo
unnecessary to build lofty nnd expensive
chlmnej H when a simple fnn will servo the

for which they nio Intended much
hotter and take up much less lloor space.
Moreover , the fan onn generate twice the
amount of steam for which the boilers are
rated , and thus It Is possible , with mechani-

cal
¬

draught , to use much smaller boilers and
still produce oli' the steam icqulred.

?
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will recommend it as other eminent have for many years.
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